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Survey of Office Equipment (8) : The Post Office fights back - Ordinary mail 

services 
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Word Count: 909 

1987 

...also just launched a new electronic meter which can keep count of the 
number of items in a hatch and will, at the touch of button, 
display the amount of postage paid, the value... 

. . .the total expended. It can be linked to an electronic accounting system 

to ensure better coat control and accurate charging of poatagG 

by department, function or coat centre, and will print a hard copy 

for audit purposes. 

A version for larger companies... 
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•SPECIFICATION When it is desired to despatch mail items to the mail 

service, the user would batch together the mail ItGms and 

enter on the keyboard 12 the postage chaxges for the mail 

items. For example, the entry may. consist of 14 first class items... 

.computer system 18 to the terminal 10 and may. include an item number 

within the ***batch*** of ***items*** . These permits may be printed on 

sequence of labels, one for each mail item... 

.permits for each mail item a batch label is printed with data relating 
to the ***batch*** of mail ***items*** . This data includes the total 
postage charge for the ***batch*** of ***items*** . When permits are 
printed on labels, the labels are affixed to the corresponding mail 

***items*** . The ***batch*** of mail ***items*** is then placed in 
specially identified envelope on which the batch label is affixed. . . 

.the printing comprises printing of a sequence of labels or the user may 
pass a hatch of mail xtems followed by one of the special 
envelopes past the printer 14. 

If desired, a report... the form of a transaction confirmation number or 
identification to enable verification of payment for postage 

***charges*** on ***items*** of a ***batch*** of mail ***items. 

.SPECIFICATION When it is desired to despatch mail items to the mail 

service, the user would hatch together the mail Items and 

enter on the keyboard 12 the postage chaxges for the mail 

items. For example, the entry may consist of 14 first class items... 

computer system 18 to the terminal 10 and may include an item number 

within the ***batch*** of ***items*** . These permits may be printed on 

sequence of labels, one for each mail item... 

, .permits for each mail item a batch label is printed with data relating 
to the ***batch*** of mail ***items*** . This data includes the total 
postage charge for the ***batch*** of ***items*** . When permits are 
printed on labels, the labels are affixed to the corresponding mail 

***items*** . The ***batch*** of mail ***items*** is then placed in 
specially identified envelope on which the batch label is affixed. . . 

..the printing comprises printing of a sequence of labels or the user may 
pass a hatch of mail items followed by one of the special 
envelopes past the printer 14. 

If desired, a report... the form of a transaction confirmation number or 
identification to enable verification of payment for postage 

***charges*** on ***items*** of a ***batch*** of mail ***items. 
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...SPECIFICATION postage remaining in the postage dispensing or other 
apparatus which was utilized for dispensing the postage cost 
14 after deduction of the ***cost*** . The envelope I is also is provi 
with a typical poatag-e paid marking 17, which may include a permit 
or other number identifying the postal service... 

. . .used by a business mailer when preparing a bulk mailing of postage-paid 
mailpieces utilizing extv^lopes such as the envelope I shown 
in Fig. l(i). Such mailpieces are preferably delivered to... 
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